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To  the  Urban  District  Council 
of  Oswaldtwistle. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my 
Annual  Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Urban  District  of  Oswaldtwistle,  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1902. 


VITAL  STATISTICS . 

Area.  The  Area  of  Oswaldtwistle  comprises  4,888  statute  acres. 

Population.  The  estimated  population  for  1902  is  14,500.  The 
census  of  1901  gave  a  return  of  14,192. 


Births.  There  were  398  births 
and  190  females,  equal  to 

Table  of  Birth  R 


Year.  Rate  per  1000. 

1893  .  29.6 

1894  .  25.7 

1895  .  29.9 

1896  .  31.5 

1897  .  28.1 


registered,  of  these  208  were  males 
a  rate  of  27.44  per  1000. 

ates  for  10  years. 


Year.  Rate  per  1000. 

1898  .  30. 

1899  .  25.29 

1900  .  26.51 

1901  .  26.6 

1902  .  27.44 


The  average  annual  rate  for  the  last  10  years  is  28.06.  The  average 
rate  for  the  County  of  Lancaster  for  1901  was  26.57,  as 
compared  with  26.62  per  1000  for  Oswaldtwistle. 

Deaths.  During  the  year  there  were  174  deaths  registered,  which 
is  80  less  than  1901,  and  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of 
12.  per  1000.  This  is  the  lowest  death  rate  recorded.  The 
average  death  rate  for  the  last  10  years  is  16.4  per  1000. 

Table  of  Deaths  registered  each  month. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

13  17  23  19  14  15  14  11  9  12  8  19 

Table  of  Deaths  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages. 

Under  1  year  1  to  5  5  to  15  15  to  25  25  to  65  65  and  over. 

55  17  10  7  54  31 
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COMPARATIVE  BIRTH  &  DEATH  RATE  TABLES. 

Birth  Rate  per  1000. 


1876-80.  1881-85. 

1886-90. 

1890-95. 

1895-1900.  1901. 

England  &  Wales... 

35.30  33.50 

31.40 

30.46 

29.89  26.5 

Oswaldtwistle  . 

-  36.52 

34.04 

29.78 

28.29  26.62 

Death  Rate 

PER  1000. 

1876-80.  1881-85. 

1886-90. 

1890-95. 

1895-1900.  1901. 

England  &  Wales... 

20.8  19.4 

18.8 

18.7 

17.74  16.9 

Oswaldtwistle  . 

20.96 

21.44 

17.21 

17.22  17.52 

Table  of  Death  Rates  for  the  last  io  years. 


Year. 

Rate  per  1000. 

Year. 

Rate  per  iooo. 

1898.. 

17.57 

1898. 

..  14.3 

1894.. 

18.7 

1899. 

..  18.51 

1895.. 

17.21 

1900. 

..  19.74 

1896.. 

15.21 

1901. 

..  17.52 

1897.. 

18.3 

1902. 

..  12. 

Table 

showing 

Births,  Deaths,  and 

natural 

increase, 

No.  of 

Rate 

No.  of 

Rate 

Natural 

Year. 

Births 

per  iooo. 

Deaths. 

per  iooo. 

Increase. 

1898 

.  891 

.  29.62  .. 

....  232  ... 

...  17.57 

.  159 

1894 

.  848 

.  25.7  .. 

....  185  ... 

...  13.7 

.  163 

1895 

.  419 

.  29.93  .. 

....  241  ... 

...  17.2 

.  178 

1896 

.  448 

.  31.54  .. 

....  216  ... 

...  15.21 

.  232 

1897 

.  422 

.  28.13  .. 

....  275  ... 

...  18.33 

.  147 

1898 

.  465 

.  30. 

....  222  ... 

..  14.32 

.  243 

1899 

.  892 

.  25.29  .. 

....  287  ... 

...  18.51 

.  105 

1900 

.  411 

.  26.51  .. 

....  306  ... 

...  19.74 

.  105 

1901 

.  386 

.  26.62  .. 

....  254  ... 

...  17.52 

.  132 

1902 

.  398 

.  27.44  .. 

....  174  ... 

...  12. 

.  224 

Causes 

Of  Deaths.  The  following  is 

a  list  of 

the  causes  of 

deaths  : — 

Measles  ... 

1 

Bronchitis  .... 

.  18 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

1 

Pneumonia  ... 

.  12 

Whooping 

Cough... . 

3 

Pleurisy  . 

.  1 

Diphtheria 

and  Mem- 

Other 

Diseases 

of  Res- 

branous  Croup, 

Croup  . 

Enteric  Fever  . 

Epidemic  Influenza. 

Diarrhoea  . 

Enteritis  . 

Phthisis  . 

Tubercular  Diseases. 
CituceT  . . . 


5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

9 

11 

14 

5 


piratory  Organs  ...  1 

Alcoholism  (Cirrhosis  of 

Liver)  .  3 

Premature  Birth  .  6 

Heart  Disease  .  11 

Accidents  .  2 

Other  Causes  .  66 


174 


TABLE  showing  the  causes  of  Deaths  during  the  last  Ten  Years. 
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Infantile  Death  Rate.  55  deaths  were  registered  under  1 
year  old,  representing  for  this  period  188  deaths  for  1000 
births.  In  the  previous  year  (1901)  the  rate  was  210  deaths 
for  1000  births.  Only  twice  during  the  last  10  years  has  the 
rate  been  less,  the  Infantile  death  rate  having  improved 
along  with  other  ages. 

Table  of  Infantile  Death  Rates. 


Year. 

No.  of 
Deaths 

Deaths  to 
iooo  Births. 

Year. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Deaths  to 
iooo  Births. 

1898 . 

....  57 

...  145 

1898.. 

.  78 

156 

1894 . 

....  42 

...  135 

1899  . 

.  80 

...  204 

1895 . 

....  67 

...  159 

1900.. 

.  73 

...  177 

1896 . 

....  61 

...  136 

1901.. 

.  81 

...  210 

1897 . 

....  92 

...  163 

1902.. 

.  55 

...  138 

Bronchitis, 

Pleurisy,  and  Pneumonia 

caused  31 

deaths.  Of  these  12  were  persons  under  1  year  of  age,  2 
between  1  and  5  years  of  age,  1  between  5  and  15  years  of 
age,  10  between  25  and  G5  years  of  age,  and  6  from  65  years 
of  age  and  upwards. 


TABLE. 


Year. 

1893 . 

Deaths. 

58 

Year. 

1898 . 

Deaths. 

.  53 

1894 . 

54 

1899...  . 

.  63 

1895 . 

49 

1900 . 

.  87 

1896 . 

47 

1901 . 

.  52 

1897 . 

63 

1902  .... 

.  31 

Table  of  Deaths 

from 

above  causes  in 

each  month. 

1902. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 
.  4  12  0 

May  June 
2  4 

July  Aug. 

2'  3 

Sep.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec 

15  16 

1901. 

.  6  4  6 

3 

3 

10 

2  2 

1  7  5 

3 

One  conclusion  may  I  think  be  drawn  from  the  foregoing  table, 
viz :  that  the  climate  in  this  district  is  a  most  variable  one. 


Zymotic  Diseases. 

Cases 

Notified.  Deaths. 


Smallpox  .  0  0 

Diphtheria  &  Membranous  Croup  ...  14  5 

Scarlet  Fever .  45  1 

Enteric  Fever .  9  1 

Puerperal  Fever .  0  0 

Erysipelas  .  6  0 


Measles*  1  death  ensued. 


rj 


Whooping  Cough  accounted  for  8  deaths.  This  gives  a  death 
rate  of  .75  per  1000  from  Zymotic  diseases. 


Table  of  Zymotic  Death  Rates  for  the  last  io  years. 


Deaths  per  1000. 

Deaths  per  1000. 

1893 . 

3.18 

1898.... 

1.03 

1894 . 

. 66 

1899 . 

.77 

1895 . 

1.61 

1900... 

2.45 

1896 . 

. 21 

1901  ... 

1.65 

1897  . 

2.53 

1902.... 

.75 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  for  the  past  year 

being 

only  0.75  per 

1000  is  below  the 

average  for  the  past  10  years. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  reported 

every  month 
«/ 

in 

the 

year. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr.  May  June 

July  Aug.  Sep. 

Oet.  Nov.  Dee. 

3  6  3 

14  4 

Q  1 

o  I 

1 

10 

8  1 

TABLE. 

Year. 

Cases  Notified. 

Year. 

Cases  Notified. 

1898 . 

.  18 

1901.. 

...  71 

1899 . 

.  94 

1902.. 

...  45 

1900 


The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  during  1902  is 
still  large,  though  considerably  less  than  in  the  previous  three  years. 
I  am  fully  persuaded  that  if  only  the  parents  carried  out  thoroughly 
and  efficiently  the  precautions  advised  them  by  the  hand-bills  given  to 
them  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  number  of  cases  each  year  would 
still  diminish.  The  outbreak  at  Belthorn  during  the  autumn  months 
is  a  case  in  point.  The  in  difference  shown  there  to  the  danger  of 
spreading  the  disease  was  certainly  deserving  of  censure. 

On  November  10th,  St.  Michael’s  Schools,  Belthorn,  were 
closed  for  14  days,  consequent  on  the  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever. 


Diphtheria.  There  were  14  cases  of  Diphtheria  reported  during 
the  year,  and  five  deaths  resulted  from  the  same. 


TABLE  FOR  FIVE  YEARS. 


Year.  Cases  Notified.  Deaths. 

1898  .  4  1 

1899  .  —  1 

1900  .  —  5 


Year.  Cases  Notified.  Deaths. 

1901  .  30  .  12 

1902  .  14  .  5 


It  is  not  many  years  since  Diphtheria  was  practically  non¬ 
existent  in  this  District,  but  from  the  reports  of  the  last  five  years  it 
will  be  seen  that  it  shows  a  decided  tendency  to  increase.  I  am  of 
opinion  that  many  cases  are  the  result  of  damp  scullery  and  kitchen 
walls,  caused  by  defective  slop  pipes  and  gullies,  which  allow  the  slops 
to  percolate  into  the  surrounding  earth. 
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Numerous  cases  of  sore  throat  are  caused  in  the  same  way, 
and  these  again  predispose  to  Diphtheria. 

I  would  recommend  to  the  Council  that  a  systematic  house  to 
house  inspection  be  made,  and  a  report  presented  of  all  houses  having 
defective  slop  pipes  and  drains. 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.  Nine  cases  were  notified,  one 
of  which  resulted  in  death. 


TABLE  FOR  FIVE  YEARS. 


Year. 

Cases  Notified.  Deaths. 

Year. 

Cases  Notified. 

Deaths 

1898... 

.  27  .  7 

1901.... 

.  9  .... 

..  3 

1899... 

.  16  .  3 

1902.... 

.  9  .... 

..  1 

1900... 

.  —  .  1 

Of  the  nine  cases  occurring  in  1902,  six  were  reported  in 
December.  Five  out  of  the  six  occurred  in  Hill  Street.  Four  out 
of  the  five  in  two  houses.  In  the  three  houses  where  these  occurred 
the  slop  drains  were  found  very  defective,  especially  those  of  No.  3, 

Hill  Street. 


The  agent  of  the  property  on  being  informed  of  the  state  of 
matters,  had  them  put  in  a  sanitary  condition  immediately,  and 
arrangements  have  been  made  for  putting  the  closets  on  the  water 
carriage  system.  No  more  cases  have  occurred. 

The  recommendation  made  in  the  case  of  Diphtheria  would 
also  act  as  a  preventive  of  Enteric  Fever. 

Measles.  Only  one  death  occurred  from  this  disease. 


Table  of  Deaths  from  Measles. 


Year. 

Deaths. 

Year. 

Deaths. 

1898 . 

....  0 

1901 . 

.  1 

1899 . 

1 

1902 . 

.  1 

1900..... . 

....  20 

The  school  at  Cocker  Brook  was  closed  for  a  period  of  four 
weeks  on  June  28th.  The  epidemic  at  the  end  of  that  period  had 
quite  subsided. 


Whooping:  Cough. 


TABLE. 


Year. 

1898 

1899 

1900 


Deaths. 

.  0 
.  3 

.  0 


Year. 

1901 

1902 


Deaths. 

4 

3 
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Diarrhoea. 


Year. 

1898 

1899 

1900 


Only  one  death  resulted  from  Diarrhoea. 

«y 


TABLE. 

Deaths. 

.  8 
.  8 
.  2 


Years.  Deaths. 

1901  .  7 

1902  .  1 


This  is  for  last  year  very  satisfactory,  and  I  hope  is  due  to 
improved  sanitary  surroundings,  the  improved  water  supply,  and 
cleaner  food,  because  in  that  case  the  improvement  will  be  lasting. 


Here  again  the  recommendation  to  the  Council  with  regard  to 
slop  pipes  applies.  If  there  is  a  damp  scullery  or  kitchen  wall,  the 
atmosphere  in  the  immediate  vicinity  is  polluted,  and  may  give  rise  to 
several  infectious  diseases. 

Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases.  There 
were  11  deaths  registered  as  due  to  Phthisis  and  14  to 
tubercular  disease  of  other  organs.  With  the  exception  of 
the  year  1901,  no  mention  has  been  made  for  the  last  five 
years  of  tubercular  disease  of  organs  other  than  the  lungs 
under  the  head  of  Phthisis,  so  that  I  can  only  compare  the 
number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  this  year  with  1901. 

In  1901  there  were  19  deaths,  and  in  1902  there  were  14 
deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis  of  organs  other  than  the  lungs. 


Table  of  Deaths  from  Phthisis. 


Year. 

Deaths. 

Year. 

Deaths. 

1898 . 

.  16 

1898 . 

.  7 

1894 . 

.  18 

1899 . 

.  11 

1895 . 

.  10 

1900 . 

.  15 

1896 . 

.  18 

1901 . 

.  9 

1897 . 

.  11 

1902 . 

.  11 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  deaths 

tubercular  disease  is  still  excessive.  It  has  been  conclusively  shown 
by  the  experience  of  late  years  that  the  most  effective  method  of 
preventing  Consumption— as  it  is  popularly  named — is  the  working 
and  living  in  a  pure  atmosphere. 


It  is  a  generally  acknowledged  fact  at  the  present  time  that  the 
best  treatment  for  Consumption  is  the  “Fresh  Air  Treatment.”  Again, 
statistics  show  that  those  people  whose  daily  work  is  in  the  open  air 
suffer  least  from  Phthisis,  hence  it  is  found  that  Fishermen  and  Agri¬ 
culturalists  suffer  least  from  this  disease. 


The  above  remarks  are  confirmed  by  the  fact  that  of  the  11 
deaths  which  occurred  in  this  district  from  Phthisis,  7  were  of  persons 
who  followed  indoor  occupations,  the  occupation  of  two  out  of  the 
remaining  four  not  being  stated. 
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These  facts,  I  submit,  demonstrate  the  absolute  necessity  for 
the  effective  ventilation  of  factories  and  workshops,  and  as  far  as 
home-life  is  concerned  I  would  especially  emphasize  the  importance  of 
the  ventilation  of  bedrooms. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies.  Periodical  visits  have  been  paid  to 
the  farms.  Though  considerable  improvements  have  been 
made  there  are  still  required  many  alterations  in  the  sanitary 
arrangements,  particularly  as  regards  ventilation  and  drain¬ 
age  and  water  supply.  New  Regulations,  as  advised  by  the 
Local  Government  Board,  have  been  printed  and  distributed 
to  all  the  farms,  which  I  hope  have  been  carefully  read  and 
studied.  I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  during  the  year 
1902  there  is  little,  if  any,  evidence  of  disease  which  could  be 
traced  to  the  milk  distributed  in  the  district.  Still  I  think 
the  attention  of  the  Council  ought  to  be  drawn  to  the  fact  that 
during  the  year  there  were  a  large  number  of  deaths  due  to 
tubercular  disease. 

The  opinion  has  been  expressed  by  a  German  Doctor  that  milk 
from  a  cowT  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  cannot  infect  the  consumer  of 
the  milk.  As  yet  there  has  been  no  confirmation  of  that  view, 
therefore  until  the  matter  is  settled,  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  common 
sense  view  ought  to  be  taken  that  there  is  risk  in  drinking  milk  from 
a  cow  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

Now  the  common  cause  of  tubercular  disease  in  cows  is  bad 
sanitary  surroundings  ;  therefore  to  prevent  its  occurrence  the  con¬ 
ditions  under  which  they  are  housed  must  be  such  as  to  give  them  an 
ample  supply  of  pure  air  and  water. 

I  am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

EDWIN  HAWORTH,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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REPORT  for  the  year  ended  jist 
December  igo2 ,  by  Robert  N.  Tinnier, 
Scirveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiimiiimiiiii 

SANITATION. 


Sanitary  improvements  have  continued  to  be  made  during  the 
past  year,  by  constructing  and  laying  down  new  sewers  in  the  district, 
to  take  the  place  of  defective  drains  and  the  old  stone  soughs ;  also  by 
altering  the  objectionable  privy  pits  and  open  ash  middens  to  the 
water  carriage  system,  and  building  small  dry  ashes  places. 

During  the  year,  118  of  these  privies  have  been  altered  to  the 
water  carriage  system,  and  small  covered  ashes  places  built. 

When  it  was  found  that  the  Outfall  Sewage  Works  were  more 
capable  of  dealing  with  the  domestic  sewage  of  the  district,  special 
attention  was  directed  to  altering  the  old  privies  to  water  closets. 

There  are  now  altered  to  the  water  carriage  system  : 


Houses . 1488 

Schools  .  8 

Cotton  Mills  and  Factories  .  7 


at  a  cost  to  the  owners  in  making  the  alterations  of  T8000. 

There  are  still  a  number  of  these  privies  on  the  books  to  be 
altered,  and  the  work  of  altering  some  of  them  is  in  progress,  but  in 
a  number  of  cases  the  alterations  cannot  be  carried  out  until  the  new 
sewers  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government  Board  are  laid  in  the 
Back  Streets. 

During  the  year,  the  shallow  builders’  drains  and  stone  soughs 
that  were  defective  and  inadequate  for  the  adoption  of  the  water 
carriage  system  have  been  taken  out  and  new  sewers  laid  in  Back 
Monarch  Street,  Back  Albert  Street,  Back  Hodgson  Street,  Back  Lord 
Street,  Back  Rhyddings  Street,  Back  Hornby  Street,  Back  Blackburn 
Road,  and  Oswald  Street. 
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The  main  sewering  has  been  laid  in  Fielding  Lane,  Broadfield, 
and  High  Street,  the  length  being  1828  lineal  yards,  with  13  manholes 
and  7  ventilating  lampholes,  at  a  cost  of  £838. 

The  Doctor  attending  the  family  at  Grove  House  reported  that 
there  was  a  good  deal  of  sickness  at  this  house.  The  drains  were 
examined,  and  by  applying  the  smoke  test  it  was  found  that  the  sewer 
gasses  escaped  into  the  house.  A  new  sewer  was  laid  from  New  Lane, 
and  all  the  old  house  drains  were  pulled  out  and  a  new  system  of 
sanitary  pipe  drains  laid,  with  trapped  gullies,  at  the  expense  of  the 
owner. 


A  new  sewer  was  laid  at  the  top  end  of  New  Lane  from  the 
Vicarage  Gates  to  the  cottages  at  Barker  Nook,  to  intercept  the 
drainage  from  the  cottages,  which  caused  a  nuisance  on  the  Immanuel 
Vicarage  premises. 

Attention  is  being  paid  to  the  existing  connecting  pipes  to  all 
the  slop  gullies  and  downspouts  to  the  houses  in  the  district.  These 
connecting  pipes  being  near  to  the  foundations  of  the  houses,  it  is 
necessary  that  the  joints  should  be  well  cemented  and  made  air-tight, 
to  prevent  the  sewer  gases  from  escaping  from  the  drains  into  the 
foundations  of  the  houses  and  thence  into  the  dwellings. 

Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation.  Four  houses  have  been 
closed  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  Bury  Court. 

Sewage  Works.  For  dealing  with  the  sewage  at  the  Outfall 
Works  there  are  five  tanks,  three  of  these  tanks  are  used  as  septic 
tanks,  and  two  as  storm  tanks.  There  are  the  old  polarite  filters, 
and  also  there  are  three  clinker  contact  beds,  consisting  of  two 
primary  beds  and  one  secondary  bed.  The  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  was  obtained  for  the  construction  of  three 
thermal  filters  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £2340 ;  these  filters  are 
being  put  down.  The  final  effluent  is  purified  by  passing  through 
the  land  filtration  areas. 

Smallpox  Hospital.  The  question  of  the  possibility  of  smallpox 
being  introduced  into  the  district  was  considered  by  the  Committee 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  and  the  Smallpox  Hospital  was 
inspected  and  found  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  Precautionary 
measures  were  taken  for  the  prompt  removal  to  the  hospital  of 
any  case  that  might  occur.  Also  a  nurse  was  retained  at  the  call 
of  the  Council. 

On  the  28th  October,  information  was  received  that  a  case  of 
smallpox  had  been  notified  in  an  adjoining  district,  and  that  one  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  house  who  had  been  exposed  to  infection  had 
come  to  reside  at  Warren  Court  in  this  district ;  therefore  the  inmates 
of  the  house  were  isolated  for  a  period  of  14  days. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  past  year  the  Water  Works’  Committee  have  paid 
considerable  attention  to  the  water  supply,  and  they  inspected  the 
water  courses  on  the  gathering  ground  to  the  Water  Works,  and 
examined  the  various  points  where  any  pollution  might  occur  of  the 
water  flowing  into  the  Reservoirs  ;  also  they  examined  where  improve¬ 
ments  might  be  made  to  the  water  courses. 

The  following  works  were  carried  out : — 

Twelve  inch  cast  iron  pipes  were  laid  to  carry  the  clean 
water  from  Brewer  Lot  sluice  past  the  slop  drainage  at 
the  gable  of  Taylor’s  farm  at  Cocker  Brook. 

128  yards  of  three  inch  cast  iron  pipes  were  laid  at 
Higher  Lighthurst  farm  from  the  inspection  chamber  up 
the  field,  to  take  the  overflow  water  from  the  trough  at 
the  farm  to  prevent  the  pollution  of  the  clean  water. 

The  six  inch  drain  pipes  were  taken  up  and  relaid  deeper 
near  the  fence  wall  at  the  bottom  of  Taylor’s  field  to 
prevent  the  pollution  from  liquid  manure. 

118  yards  of  six  inch  pipes  were  laid  to  remedy  the 
sloppy  condition  of  the  clean  water  course  at  the  bottom 
of  Lighthurst  farm. 

Twelve  inch  pipes  were  laid  from  the  Cobs  Reservoir  up 
the  field  behind  the  Bull  Hotel  farm  to  take  the  water 
from  the  White  Syke  sluice,  and  the  old  pipes  in  the 
hollow  part  of  the  field  which  were  in  close  proximity  to 
the  slop  drainage  pipes  from  the  farm  premises  were 
done  away  with. 

Sanction  has  been  obtained  from  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  make  improvements  to  the  Residuum  Reservoir  at  Jackhouse. 

Slaughter  Houses.  These  have  been  inspected  and  found 
clean.  One  private  slaughter  house  at  Knuzden  ceased  to  be 
occupied  during  the  year. 

Food,  &C.  Five  pieces  of  meat  which  were  exposed  for  sale  at 
248,  Union  Road,  were  seized  as  unfit  for  food  and  destroyed. 

Offensive  Trades.  Complaints  were  again  received  about  the 
nuisance  caused  by  the  noxious  vapours  from  the  porion  at  the 
White  Ash  Paper  Mill,  and  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
investigate  the  complaints,  with  power  to  visit  other  works  of  a 
similar  character.  The  Committee  examined  Messrs.  Potter’s 
Paper  Works  at  Darwen,  and  were  of  opinion  that  their  plant 
was  of  a  superior  kind,  and  that  the  works  were  carried  on  with 
a  minimum  of  nuisance.  The  Committee  thereupon  met  the 
Directors  of  White  Ash  Works,  who  promised  to  put  down 
further  plant  to  abate  the  nuisance. 
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Disinfectants.  Disinfection  of  houses  has  been  carefully  clone 
during  the  year.  Printed  forms,  with  the  requisite  precautions 
for  each  disease,  are  supplied  in  all  cases  of  infection. 

The  schools  have  been  disinfected  at  different  times  during 
the  year. 

Bakehouses.  They  are  all  kept  clean  and  in  good  order. 

Scavenging'.  The  ashes  middens  are  frequently  emptied,  es¬ 
pecially  during  the  summer  months.  The  work  on  the  whole  has 
been  done  satisfactorily. 

Lodging  House.  This  house  has  been  inspected  and  found 
clean.  The  caretaker  has  on  several  occasions  been  cautioned  to 
report  forthwith  any  cases  of  sickness  in  the  house. 

Factories  and  Workshops.  The  Factories  and  Workshops 
Act,  1901,  came  into  force,  and  in  compliance  with  the  Act  fifty 
seven  of  these  workshops  were  inspected,  and  particulars  taken  in 
each  case  of  the  special  matters  the  Act  directs  shall  be  enquired 
into,  and  the  particulars  were  entered  into  the  Workshops 
Registers. 

Ten  notices  were  issued  under  the  Act  for  cleansing  and  lime¬ 
washing  the  premises. 

Some  years  ago  the  Council  adopted  the  Public  Health  Acts 
Amendment  Act,  1890,  and  under  section  22,  notices  were  served  upon 
the  owners  of  the  cotton  factories  to  abolish  the  old  privies  and  large 
cesspools  attached  to  same,  and  to  put  down  modern  latrines,  to  be 
properly  flushed  from  clean  water  cisterns ;  also  new  drains  to  be  laid 
and  connected  to  the  main  sewer.  At  seven  of  the  factories  the  notices 
were  complied  with  at  considerable  cost  to  the  owners. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies.  Oil  the  18th  August,  1902,  the 
Model  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board  as  to  dairies, 
cowsheds,  and  milkshops  were  adopted  by  the  Council,  and  a 
printed  copy  was  delivered  to  each  farmer  in  the  district. 

A  number  of  farms  have  been  inspected  and  reported  upon, 
showing  the  improvements  that  have  been  made  under  the  notices 
served,  also  pointing  out  where  sanitary  defects  were  found  to  exist. 

At  each  farm  visited  the  sanitary  defects  were  pointed  out  to 
the  farmer,  and  the  work  required  to  be  done  to  remedy  the  defect. 

At  Warcock  Green  farm  a  nuisance  was  caused  by  the  slop 
drainage  from  the  cottages  in  Mangnolls  Lane  emptying  into  a  ditch 
upon  the  farm.  This  nuisance  was  abated  by  laying  140  yards  of 
sanitary  pipe  drains. 

ROBERT  N.  HUNTER, 

March  2nd,  1903 .  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector, 


